
West Coast Schools  Announce Formation of  Collegiate Triathlon Conference

LOS ANGELES, CA (Febr uary 10, 2006) – A coalition  of collegiate triathlon  tea m s  fro m  across

the  s ta tes  of Califor nia an d  Nevada h ave anno u nced  the crea tion  of  t he  firs t  collegiate

triathlon  conference in t he  United  States.  The West  Coast  Collegiate Triathlon  Conference

(WCCTC) is n ow the  official gover ning body for  collegiate t riathlon  a mong west  coast

schools.  Initial m e mbers  of t he  conference include  CSU Long Beach, CSU Sacra me n to, Cal

Poly San Luis Obispo, SDSU, Stanford, UC Berkeley, UC Davis, UCLA, UC San Diego, UC Santa

Barbara, USC, an d  Universi ty of Nevada  -  Reno. 

“The WCCTC is t he  fir st  legitima te  organiza tion  to  p r ovide a  well - defined  s t r uctu re for

intercollegiate co mpeti tion in t he his tory of t he  s por t,” s ays  Marcus  George, p resident  of  t he

UCLA Triat hlon  Tea m  an d  one  of t he  WCCTC’s fou n ders.  “USA Triathlon  host s  a n  an nual

collegiate National Cha m pionship, bu t  one  race pe r  year  is no t  a dequa te to  s u p por t  t his

growing segmen t  of t he  spor t.  The p ur pose of t he WCCTC is to  develop  collegiate t riathlon

by p r oviding an  op por tuni ty for  a thletes  to  race a mo ng t heir peers  a t  reasonable prices.  An

official season  with  tea m  an d  individual rankings will encourage par ticipation  by tea ms

across  t he  conference.”

The WCCTC Competi tion  Guide lays  ou t  t he  conference s t r uctu re, r ules  of racing, an d

bylaws.  “The conference s pe nt  t he  last  several m o n t hs  outlining ou r  vision for

intercollegiate co mpeti tion in t riathlon,” s ays  George.  “2006 will be a  pilot  year  - -  a  tes t  for

the  p rogra m  t hat  we h ave p ro posed.  We will identify failures  an d  successes  an d  m ake

changes  accordingly.  If t he  p rogra m  is successful on  the  west  coast, we hope  t ha t  ot her

collegiate p rogra ms  fro m  across  t he  coun try will ado pt  it  as  well.”

The conference seaso n  is co m pose d  of races  organize d  by several u niversi ty tea ms.  These

races  are also open  to  t he  p ublic an d  of ten  u se d  as  fund raisers  for  t he  host  tea m.  The

p u blic is encouraged  to  su p por t  collegiate t riathlon  by par ticipating in t hese  races.  In

ad dition, t he  WCCTC of ten  a dd s  ou t side  events  to  t he  official calenda r.  Race directors

interested  in a d ding t heir event  to  t he official collegiate calendar  m u s t  meet  several

require men ts  an d  s ub mit  an  ap plica tion  to  t he  WCCTC. 

A poin ts - based  scoring syste m  will be use d  to  rank  bot h  tea ms  an d  individual a thletes  over

the  course of t he season.  Point s  are  awarde d  to  t he  first  50  m ale an d  fe male finishers  of

each  race.  Tea m  rankings are de ter mine d  by ad ding t he individual poin t s  t ha t  each  tea m

scores.  Conference cha m pions  will be  crowne d  a t  an  award  cere mo ny on  May 7 t h following

the  conclusion  of t he  season  at  t he  Wildflower  Olympic Triathlon.  

Collegiate tea ms  interested  in joining the  WCCTC are required  to  be officially recognize d  by

their  po st - secon dary insti tu tion.  Individuals  m u s t  be full - time s t u den t s  in order  to

par ticipa te in WCCTC co m petitions.  

The conference is gover ne d  by tea m  rep resenta tives fro m  each  m e mber  organiza tion  as  well

as  a  Board  of Tr ustees.  The WCCTC is cur ren tly seeking ap plications  for  t he  Board  of

Tr ustees, which  will be  com pose d  of volunteers  fro m  t he  general triathlon  com m u nity.

Intereste d  par ties should  contact  Marcus  George.

For ad di tional details  abou t  t he  WCCTC, including conference tea m s, u pco ming races, race

results, conference s tan dings, p res s  releases, an d  ot her  newswor t hy events, visit

h t t p: / / wcctc.pengra.com.  Questions  sho uld  be directed  to  Marcus  George a t

tri tea m@ucla.edu.


